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obedience, and do as a whole tend to
buttress up in the intellectual world the
fabric of authority which materially rests
on the flashing bayonets of their soldiery.
There have, of course, been noteworthy
exceptions to this support. In 1857
religious fanaticism, stung to madness by
an act of fatuous imbecility on the part
of the Army Supply Department, literally
shook English rule to its foundations. In
our own time Mahratta Hinduism, screen-
ing itself behind the name of the free-
booter Shivaji, has sought to divert a
patriotic and beneficent movement into
Anglophobe and sectarian channels.
Other and smaller outbreaks, like that of
a petty Sikh sect, have been not unknown.
Such frothy backwaters cannot, however,
affect more than temporarily the steady
current of religious fervour which deflects
the Indian mind with subtle but insistent
force towards an attitude of passive
obedience. An attitude of passive obedi-
ence is, of course, precisely that desired
by an absolute Government, whether auto-
cracy or bureaucracy. In their policy,